
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE EMPLOYEES 

IN THE METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AREA 

FROM: THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

SUBJECT: 2005 Commemoration of National Hispanic Heritage Month 
Each year, the President issues a proclamation, designating September 15 through 

October 15, as National Hispanic Heritage Month. The theme for this year's commemoration 
is "Hispanic Americans: Strong and Colorful Threads in the American Fabric." During this 
month, the commemorative observances held throughout Federal agencies offer a unique 
opportunity for the American people to honor and recognize the significant contributions to our 
nation and our culture made by Americans of Hispanic descent. 

To meet the challenge of the 21st century, we must create a society that offers opportunity 
to all Americans, requires responsibility from all Americans, and nurtures a diverse community 
comprised of all Americans. Hispanic Americans across the country are dedicated to building 
such a society. Here at the Department, Hispanic employees embrace the best values and 
traditions that are the hallmark of great public service. 

I am pleased to announce this Department's forthcoming National Hispanic Heritage 
Month commemorative program. The program will be held on September 14, 2005, at 
11:00 a.m., in the Great Hall of the RFK Main Justice Building. Please join me and other special 
guests for this important event. The program will also feature music and dance performances by 
area Hispanic youth who recently competed in the Greater Washington Hispanic Youth 
Symposium talent competition. The observance will be immediately followed by a sampling of 
Hispanic foods. 

I encourage all managers and supervisors of the Department to support the National 
Hispanic Heritage Month commemoration by allowing their employees reasonable official time 
to participate in this important observance. 


